Fig. 1. The International Day of Light -the official logo
The inspiration for choosing the date of May 16 may seem rather curious at first. It is the anniversary of the first laser action observed in 1960 by Theodore Maiman. At present, it would be difficult to imagine our reality without fiber-optic telecommunication, high power lasers, photonics integrated optics, mass storage components or medical diagnostics.
One of the main directions of photonics development associated with new light sources is the use of lanthanide ions, which thanks to the shielded 4f electron shell allow to obtain efficient luminescence. 
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